Word Learning Routine

Use the following steps to figure out unfamiliar words. If you figure out
what the word means, continue reading. If not, then try the next step.

1. Say the Word or Phrase Aloud.

Circle the word or phrase that you find confusing. Read the
sentence aloud.

2. Look Inside the Word or Phrase.

Look for familiar word parts, such as prefixes, suffixes, and root

words. Try breaking the word into smaller parts. Can you figure out
a meaning from the word parts you know?

3. Look Around the Word or Phrase.

Look for clues in the words or sentences around the word you don't
know and the context of the paragraph or selection.

4. Look Beyond the Word or Phrase.

Look for the meaning of the word or phrase in a dictionary, glossary,
or thesaurus.

5. Check the Meaning.

Ask yourself, “Does this meaning make sense in the sentence?”
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