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GOURGTA L CRLLDH JFK'S Inaugural Speech

John F. Kennedy was inaugurated as President on January 21, 1961. At age 43, he was
the youngest person to be elected President, and the first President to be born in the 20th

century. Below is part of his inaugural speech.

e dare not forget today that we are the

heirs of that first revolution. Let the
word go forth from this time and place, to
friend and foe alike, that the torch has been
passed to a new generation of Americans,
born in this century, tempered by war,
disciplined by a hard and bitter peace, proud
of our ancient heritage, and unwilling to
witness or permit the slow undoing of those
human rights to which this nation has
always been committed, and to which we are
committed today at home and around the
world.

Let every nation know, whether it wishes
us well or ill, that we shall pay any price,
bear any burden, meet any hardship, support
any friend, oppose any foe to assure the
survival and the success of liberty.

This much we pledge — and more.

To those old allies whose cultural and
spiritual origins we share, we pledge the
loyalty of faithful friends. United there is
little we cannot do in a host of cooperative
ventures. Divided there is little we can do;
for we dare not meet a powerful challenge
at odds and split asunder.

To those new states whom we welcome
to the ranks of the free, we pledge our
word that one form of colonial control
shall not have passed away merely to
be replaced by a far more iron tyranny.
We shall not always expect to find them
supporting our view. But we shall always
hope to find them strongly supporting
their own freedom; and to remember that,
in the past, those who foolishly sought
power by riding the back of the tiger ended
up inside.

One of the most famous lines from the President’s speech is: “the torch has been passed
to a new generation of Americans...” Explain in your own words what he means. What is
the torch? Why is does it apply to President Kennedy?

President Kennedy reminds his audience that “those who foolishly sought power by
riding the back of the tiger ended up inside.” What does the tiger represent? How does it

relate to supporting freedom?
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What's the Purpose?
FDR's Pearl Harhor Speech

On December 7, 1941,

the Japanese aircraft
and naval ships attacked

the U.S. military at Pearl
Harbor on the island of Oahu
in Hawaii. Over 2,400 people
were killed and the U.S.

lost a large number of ships
and aircraft. The next day,
President Franklin Roosevelt
addressed a Joint Session

of Congress, which was
broadcast to the American
people. The text on the right
is the beginning of his speech.

Yesterday, December 7, 1941 - a date which will live in
infamy - the United States of America was suddenly and
deliberately attacked by naval and air forces of the Empire
of Japan.

The United States was at peace with that nation and, at
the solicitation of Japan, was still in conversation with its
Government and its Emperor looking toward the maintenance
of peace in the Pacific. Indeed, one hour after Japanese air
squadrons had commenced bombing in Oahu, the Japanese
Ambassador to the United States and his colleague delivered
to the Secretary of State a formal reply to a recent American
message. While this reply stated that it seemed useless to
continue the existing diplomatic negotiations, it contained no
threat or hint of war or armed attack.

It will be recorded that the distance of Hawaii from Japan
makes it obvious that the attack was deliberately planned
many days or even weeks ago. During the intervening time the
Japanese Government has deliberately sought to deceive the
United States by false statements and expressions of hope for
continued peace.

From reading the passage, what do you think was the purpose of President’s Roosevelt’s speech?
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